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REPORT.

The Council of tlie Koyal Scottish Academy beg to

submit their Annual Keport for the year ending Novem-

ber 1891 to the General Assembly of Academicians, as

follows :

—

I. The Sixty-fifth Exhibition was opened on Saturday,

the 14th of February, and was closed on Saturday, the 23d

of May. It contained 773 Paintings in Oil and Mhiter-

Colour, 41 works in Sculpture, 32 Architectural Drawings,

and a number of Etchings.

II. The Annual Dinner took place in the Galleries as

usual, on the eve of the public opening of the Exhibition,

when the President and Council had the pleasure of re-

ceiving a large and distinguished Com^^any.

III. The vacancies in the rank of Academicians will re-

quire to be tilled up at the General Assembly of the

Academy in January, and in March next the Academy will

be called upon to elect associates, to the number which

may be determined by the Assembly of Academicians.

IV. The following is the Keport of the Librarian and

the Curators of the Library :

—

“ The books, prints, and drawings, are in good order and cata-

logued up to date.

“ The aggregate attendance of Members has been fully main-

tained, but that of the Students has considerably fallen off.

‘‘Besides the addition of the leading British and French Art

Periodicals and the Arundel Society publications for the past year,

the following works have been added to the Library :

—

“ Ketzsch’s ‘Outlines to Shakespeare,’ original edition. First scries.
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‘Hamlet,’ seventeen plates, folio, 1828 ; second series, ‘Macbeth,’

folio, 1833
;

third series, ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ thirteen plates, folio,

1836 ;
fourth series, ‘King Lear,’ thirteen plates, folio, 1838 ;

fifth series, ‘The Tempest,’ thirteen plates, oblong folio, 1841.

"^Presented hy John Hutchison, R.S.A.

“ ‘ Croquis Militaires,’ par A. de Neuville, twenty plates, large

folio.

“ Presented hy Otto Leyde, R.S.A.

(Signed) “ Otto Leyde, Librarian.

William Hole, Curator.

Robert M‘Gregor, Curator.'’

V. The Visitors of tlie Life School report as follows :

—

“The Session of 1890-91 commenced on the 3d of November

and ended on the 27th June 1890, having had 124 morning and

125 evening meetings. The aggregate morning attendance was

1622, and the aggregate evening attendance 1550, giving an

average attendance at each meeting of 13 in the morning, and 12

in the evening.

“ During tlie Session 10 students retired and 6 were admitted.

“ Notwithstanding the large number of senior students who

retired in accordance with the rules, the School continues to show

satisfactory progress and vitality. The wmrk of the students is

now submitted to the Council, and the Visitors have nothing

further to add except to express their satisfaction with the general

conduct of the students during the Session.

(Signed) “J. Lawton Wingate, Visitor.

Robt. M‘Gregor, Visitor.

D. W. Stevenson, Visitor.

William Hole, Visitor."

The Council are pleased to recognise the marked ability

shown in many of the studies in Oil, but they would call

attention to the necessity for greater thoroughness and

delicacy of perception of form in the Drawings. Further

they regret that they have again had to withhold the Stuart

Prize, partly on the same grounds given last year, viz., that
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in the special qualities desiderated—composition and design

—the Competitors are sadly deficient, and also on account

of excessive carelessness in the delineation of the figure.

After a careful examination of the studies, the Council

awarded the prizes as follows :

—

The Chalmers Bursary, . . . Alex. Coutts Feasee.

Extra Prize for Painting, . . James Riddel.

The Chalmers-Jervise Prize for

the Best Drawing from the Life,

Maclalne-Watters Medal, . . James Riddel.

The Keith Prize, for the Best

Work by a Student in this

year’s Exhibition,

Mr. J. C. Mitchell and Mr. G. Shand receive Honourable

Mention for merit in Painting, and Mr. A. C. Feasee for Drawing.

The Council have to report that in accordance with the

resolution of the General Meeting of 25th February last, Mr.

Hole, R.S.A., delivered a short series of lectures on Pictorial

Composition to the students of the Life School and others,

which were well attended.

VI. The Council have to report the presentation to the

Academy by James Orrock, Esq., R.L, London, of a number of

interesting and valuable water-colour drawings illustrating

the rise and progress of the Art in England. The drawings,

fifteen in number, include examples of P. de Wint, David

Cox, William Hunt, Bonington, Cattermole, and others.

The Council have further to acknowledge the gift to the

Academy by Sir J. D. Linton, P.R.L, of three of the original

sketches in oil by William Etty, R.A., for his great work

Judith and Holofernes belonging to the Academy and now in

the national Gallery of Scotland. Along with these sketches

Sir J. D. Linton also presented a copy by William Etty, R. A.,

of a figure in one of the pictures of the Marie de Medici

series by Rubens, now in the Louvre, Paris.

Equal
fjoHN C. Mitchell.

1 David M. Smith.

P. P. Mackie.
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VIL The following additions have been made to the

Academy’s Collection of Works of Art, etc., during the

past year :

—

1. Portrait of Miss Jane Nasmyth, painted by Gardner.

2. Roslin Castle, painted by James Nasmyth from a sketch by

his father, Alexander Nasmyth.

The above two works presented by Mrs. Anne E. Nasmyth,

Widow of the late James Nasmyth of Hammerfield.

3. Retzscli’s Outlines to Shakespeare ” in five parts.

Presented by John Hutchison, R.S.A.

4. ‘‘ Croquis Militaires,” par A. de Neuville.

Presented by Otto Leyhe, R.S.A.

5. A series of fifteen Drawings in Water-colour by P. de Wint,

David Cox, William Hunt, and others.

Presented by James Orrock, Esq., R.I., London,

6. Three original sketches in Oil, by William Etty, R.A., for his

great work Judith and Holofernes. Also a copy by William Etty,

R.A., of a figure in a picture by Rubens.

Presented by Sir John D. Linton, P.R.I., London.

The best thanks of the President and Council were duly

transmitted to the respective donors.

VIII. The Council have the gratification to report that

the munificent Bequest made to the Academy by the late

James Nasmyth of Hamnierlield, Penshurst, Kent, to form

a fund to be named “The Alexander Nasmyth Fund,” for

the benefit of decayed Scottish Artists, has partly, in terms

of the Will, been paid to the Academy, and, in accordance

with laws framed for its administration, relief Inas been

alforded to a number of applicants.

IX. The Council regret having to record the breaks

which death has made in the ranks of the Academy during

the past year. One Honorary Member, one Associate, and

three Academicians, including the President, having died

since the General Aleeting in November last.
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X. William Bell Scott, ^.E.S.A., son of Eobert Scott,

Engraver, was born in 1818, at St. Leonard’s, Edinburgh,

and was educated at tlie old High School. Like his dis-

tinguished brother, David Scott, E.S.A., he early showed a

predilection for Art, and was a student in the Board’s

School of Design under Sir William Allan, and afterwards

in the British IMuseum, London. In his earlier years he

executed several plates under the instructions of his father,

but he soon turned his attention to painting in oil, and

many of his works in this medium appeared in the Annual

Exhibitions of the Academy. In 1844, at the request of the

Board of Trade, he assisted in establishing a School of Art

at Xewcastle-on-Tyne, and he was for many years Director

of that Institution. He also practised as an etcher, and

several pleasing examples of his work in this department

appeared in illustrations to a volume of poems by himself,

published in 1875. He wrote a life of Diirer, and also an

excellent work on the engravings of the little masters of

Germany. In recognition of his services to Art he was

elected an Honorary Member of the Academy in 1887.

He was also an LL.D. of the University of Aberdeen. lie

died at Eenkill Castle, Ayrshire, on 2 2d Xoveniber 1890.

XI. Keeley Halswelle, A.E.S.A., was born at Eichmond on

Thames in 1834. He took up his residence in Edinburgh in

1856, in which year he sent his first picture to the Annual

Exhibition of the Academy. For a good many years he was

largely employed as a draughtsman on wood, his services

as a magazine and book illustrator being in great demand.

He was elected an Associate of the Academy in 1865. In

1867 he went to Italy, and, after some years’ residence there,

finally settled in London, where his works were afterwards

chiefly exhibited. Possessed of considerable energy and
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versatility, his subjects ranged over a wide field, but in later

years he devoted his attention almost entirely to landscape.

He died at Paris, after a short illness, on 12th April 1891.

XIT. John Dick Peddie, E.S.A., was born in Edinburgh

ill the year 1824, and received his education there, passing

through the usual curriculum of Arts in the University.

His father, Mr. James Peddie, Writer to the Signet,

intended him for the legal profession, and he was for several

years in his father s office
;
but his taste for art was so

pronounced that he soon abandoned law for the study of

architecture. His ability and energy soon brought him

into notice, and many buildings erected after his designs are

to be found throughout Scotland. He was elected an

Associate of the Academy in 1868, and an Academician in

1870. In the same year he was elected Secretary, which

office he held for six years, retiring in 1876 on account of

ill health. He shortly thereafter entered into political life,

and was for some years Member of Parliament for the

Kilmarnock P>urghs. He died in Edinburgh on the 12th

of March. The President, the Council, and a large number

of Members attended his funeral, and at a meeting of

Council held shortly thereafter a minute w’as unanimously

adopted expressive of the regret felt by the Academy at the

loss sustained by his death, and their sense of the valuable

services rendered by him to the Academy—in the first place

as Secretary, an office for which his business qualifications

eminently fitted him, and latterly as Chairman of the Com-

mittee intrusted with the framing and obtaining the Supple-

mentary Charter. A copy of the minute embodying the

above was directed to be sent to Mr. Peddie’s family.

XIII. Sir William Eettes Douglas, P.P.S.A., died at

Newburgh, Eife, on 20th July, wdiere he was temporarily
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residing. Pursuant to the Laws the Council met two days

after the intimation of his death had been received and

appointed a General Assembly to be convened on 25th July,

to fix a day to elect a successor. The Council and a large

number of the Members and Honorary Members of the

Academy accompanied the funeral cortege from the

residence of the deceased President in Lynedoch Place to

the Waverley Station on its way to the place of interment

at St. Cyrus. At a Meeting of the Council held shortly

thereafter, the following Minute was unanimously adopted:—

“ The Council desire to record their sense of the great loss sustained

by the Academy in the death of their President, Sir William Fettes

Douglas, whose eminence as a Painter, whose intellectual gifts and

varied accomplishments have marked him as one of the most

distinguished Scottish artists of his day. Unrivalled in the

special walk of art which he professed, he found in the pages of

history and romance congenial themes for his industrious, delicate,

and sympathetic pencil, and while his works display artistic ability

of the highest order, they are also characterised by thoroughness,

antiquarian knowledge, and originality. As a painter of Scottish

landscapes—especially in water colour, to which he turned his

attention in later years—he holds a prominent place, and numerous

works displaying masterly treatment, breadth and purity of colour,

have been produced by him in that department of art. As occupy-

ing the Presidential Chair, the Council cannot forget the active

interest he took in all matters concerned with the prosperity of the

Academy, or the practical ability and sagacity shown by him in the

administration of its affairs, and his removal from their midst is

not only deplored by them, and by the other members, but by all

interested in the progress of Art in Scotland.

“ The Council unite in profound sympathy and condolence with

Lady Douglas and other relatives of the late President, and request

the Secretary to transmit a copy of this Minute to Lady Douglas.”

Sir William Fettes Douglas was born in Edinburgh in

1822, and received his early education in the Southern
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Academy, and afterwards at the High School. His father,

Mr. James Douglas, Accountant of the Commercial Bank,

was himself an amateur artist of some ability, and it was

in accordance with his wish that his son entered the service

of the Bank—a service in which he continued for ten years.

His tastes and inclinations were, however, so strongly

artistic, that he was ultimately allowed to abandon com-

mercial pursuits and to adopt art as a profession. While

]rrosecuting his art studies he also attended classes in the

University of Edinburgh. At the age of tweirty-one he

begarr to exhibit in the Boyal Scottish Academy works

which, even at this early period of his art career, attmcted

considerable atterrtion. So rapidly did he attain distinction

that in 1851 he was elected Associate, and in 1854 an

Acadenriciarr. Irr 1857 he for the first tiirre visited Italy,

which had so many attractions for him that he frequently

returned to it in later years. He v/as elected Secretary of the

Academy in 1869, but held that office for a short time only.

In 1877 he was appointed Curator of the National Gallery,

a positiorr for which his extensive and accurate knowledge

of art eminently qualified him, and he continued to dis-

charge the duties of that otiice with great acceptance till

1882, when, on the death of Sir Daniel IMacnee, he was

elected to the Presidentship of the Eoyal Scottish Academy.

In the same year he received from Her Majesty the honour

of Knighthood, and two years later the University of Edin-

burgh conferred upon him the honorary degree of LL.D.

During the most active part of his artistic life, he

contributed to the exhibition of the Academy upwards

of one hundred ani twenty figure pictures, many of them

remarkable for originality and variety of subject, excel-

lence of composition and C(Jour, and minuteness of finish

and detail. At the beginning of the volunteer movement
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ill 1859 he took a leading part in raising the Artists’

Company of the City of Edinburgh Artillery Volunteers.

In later years, when from failing health he was no longer

able to execute important works in oil, he began painting

in water colours, and at once attained to very high excellence

in this branch of art, many of the small landscape studies

thus produced being among the most beautiful and delicate

of all his works.

Sir William Eettes Douglas was not only an excellent

scholar and possessed of many accomplishments, but he

was also well versed in all matters pertaining to art and

antiquities, and his opinion on these and other kindred

subjects was much sought after and highly valued. For a

number of years past, on account of the state of his health,

Sir William went very little into society, but in his earlier

days his hospitable disposition drew around him many

warm and attached friends by whom his memory is still

fondly cherished.

In accordance with the usual custom when the Chair of

tlie President became vacant, the Secretary wrote to Sir

Henry F. Ponsonby intimating the vacancy, and requesting

that it be communicated to Her Majesty. To which the

following gracious reply was received:

—

“ Osborne, July 27 , 1891 .

“Sir,

—

Having laid your letter before the Queen, I am com-

manded by Her Majesty to express her regret at the announcement

made by you of the death of Sir William Douglas,—I have the

honour to be. Sir, your obedient servant,

“HENPvY PONSONBY.
“ G. Hay, Escp”

A letter from the Koyal Academy of Arts referring to

the death of Sir William Fettes Douglas will be found in

the Appendix,
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XIV, The sad record of deaths during the year closes

with that of the oldest member of the Academy, Sir John

Steell, E.S.A., who died on 15th September, having almost

completed his eighty-seventh year.

Sir John was born in Aberdeen in 1804, but removed to

Edinburgh with his father in the following year. Having

shown a taste for modelling he was apprenticed to his father

as a woodcarver, and placed as a student under Graham in

the Board’s School of Design, at that time in Picardy Place.

On the expiry of his apprenticeship he entered upon the

profession of Sculpture, and shortly afterwards went to Eorne,

where he studied for a short time. On returnimf toO

Edinburgh his first work was modelling the group of

Alexander and Bucephalus, which has since been cast in

bronze and placed in St. Andrew Square; and he was

thereafter intrusted with many important commissions, in-

cluding busts and statues of prominent public men, and

other monumental works which have been erected not only

in Great Britain, but in the Colonies and in the United

States of America. In 1838 he was appointed Her

Majesty’s Sculptor for Scotland, and in 1876 he was

Knighted by the Queen at Holyrood on the occasion of the

inauguration of the Prince Consort Memorial in Charlotte

Square.

His funeral was attended by the President, the Council,

and a large number of members of the Academy, and at a

meeting of the Council thereafter, a minute was unanimously

adopted recording their high appreciation of his professional

talent and their deep regret at his loss. The Secretary was

also instructed to communicate this minute to his son and

to convey to the family the sympathy and condolence of

the Council.

XV. Pursuant to the resolution of the Academy, a
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General Meeting was held on 8th August to elect a

successor to Sir William Fettes Douglas, and George Eeid,

Esq., K.S.A., was unanimously elected President of the

Academy, and as in previous cases the Secretary, in

acknowledging the receipt of Her Majesty’s gracious reply

to the intimation of the death of Sir William Fettes Douglas,

communicated the election of Mr. Keid as his successor,

which was done as follows :

—

“Royal Scottish Academy,
“ Edinburgh, 10(h August 1891.

“ Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 27th

ultimo, conveying the Queen’s gracious message of regret at the

announcement made of the death of Sir William Fettes Douglas,

the late esteemed President of the Royal Scottish Academy, and it

is now my duty to intimate to you for Her Majesty’s information

that, at a Special General Assembly of the Academy held on the

8th instant, George Reid, Esq., R.SA., was elected to fill the vacant

office of President.—I have the honour to be, Sir, your very

obedient servant,

(Signed) GEORGE HAY,
Secretary.

“ General Right Hon.

Sir Henry Frederick Ponsonby, G.C.B.”

To which the following gracious reply was received :
—

“ Osborne, August 11, 1891.

“ Sir,— I have duly laid before the Queen your letter of the

10th instant, stating that Mr. George Reid has been elected Presi-

dent of the Royal Scottish Academy.—I have the honour to be.

Sir, your obedient servant,

‘‘HENRY F. PONSONBY.
“G. Hay, Esq.”

XVI. It has long been felt by the Members of the

Academy that the arrangements of the Treasury Minute of

1858 have limited the action of the Academy in regard to
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general public, and it is with great satisfaction tliat the

Council notice the decision of the Secretary for Scotland,

just received, annulling the above arrangements, and granting

to the Academy greater freedom in the management of its

Schools.

XVII. It is with great pleasure that the Council, before

closing this Keport, refer to the granting, by Her Majesty,

of the Supplementary Charter of the Academy, which has

for some time been under consideration by the Privy

Council, and would express the hope that, as under the new

Charter many hampering conditions have been removed, a

liberal interpretation of its provisions may be given by the

Academy, so that not only the Academy itself, and the

Artist’s profession generally, but Art in Scotland may

receive a fresh impetus, and continue to advance in even a

greater degree than it has done in the past.

(Signed) GEOEGE EEID,

President.

Royal Scottish Academy,

l\th November 1891 .
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APPENDIX.

Royal Academy of Arts,

London, W., Isi5 Aurjust 1891.

Sir,

—

I am desired by the President and Council to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th inst., informing them

of the lamented death of Sir William Fettes Douglas, President of

the Royal Scottish Academy, and to beg that you will convey to

the Members of the Royal Scottish Academy the expression of

sincere regret on the part of the President and Council at the

loss sustained by the Scottish Academy through the death of its

esteemed President.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

FRED. A. EATON,
Secretary.

G. Hay, Esq., R.S.A., Secretary,

Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh.



18

At the Annual Meeting of the Eoyal Scottish Academy

of Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture, held in the

Library of the Academy on Wednesday, the 11th of

November 1891, the Office-bearers were elected, and the

Council declared for the ensuing year, as follows :

—

Coil ncil.

GEORGE REID, Esq., President.

W. D. M‘KAY, Esq.

JOHN HUTCHISON, Esq.

J. B. M'DONALD, Esq.

W. BEATTIE-BROWN, Esq.

JOHN SMART, Esq.

J. LAWTON WINGATE, Esq.

GEORGE HAY, Esq., Secretary.

JOHN HUTCHISON, Esq., Treasurer.

W. D. M‘KAY, Esq.,

W. BEATTIE-BROWN, Esq.,

OTTO T. LEYDE, Esq., Librarian

JOHN HUTCHISON, Esq.,

J. B. M‘DONALD, Esq.,

D. W. STEVENSON, Esq.,

WILLIAM HOLE, Esq.,
Visitors op the Life School.

ROBERT M‘GREGOR, Esq.,

ROBERT ALEXANDER, Esq.,

CLARK STANTON, Esq., Curator op Life School.
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